
Laura Keener
Editor

Kentucky’s bishops, including Bishop
Roger Foys, are asking the priests, religious
and lay faithful of  their diocese to contact
their Kentucky legislators encouraging
their support for school choice.

“Kentucky ranks 42nd in academic achievement for low-income
students. This has to change,” said Bishop Foys. “We are not asking
for a handout; each diocese is working itself  to raise money. We are

not asking for money to build
new schools. We are asking for
money for tuition assistance,
to help families send their chil-
dren to Catholic schools.”

Currently there are two
bills — House Bill 336 and

Senate Bill 44 — being considered in Kentucky’s General Assembly.
Each would allow the creation of  Scholarship Tax Credit program.
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My dear Friends in Christ,

“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart with fasting, and weeping,
and mourning; Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, your God. 
For gracious and merciful is the Lord, slow to anger, rich in kindness and relenting in 
punishment.” (cf. Joel 2:12-13)

Each year at Mass on Ash Wednesday we hear these challenging and comforting words from
the book of the Prophet Joel as we begin our Lenten observance. They are challenging because we are called
to make a conscious decision with all that entails to return to the Lord, to change our ways, to acknowledge
our sinfulness. They are comforting because we know in our heart of hearts that the Lord is indeed merciful,
slow to anger, rich in kindness and relenting in punishment.

These words take on a special significance this Lent in this Jubilee Year of Mercy. As we meditate and reflect on
the infinite mercy afforded us by our Lord, who cannot help but be moved to accept the challenge, to turn and
return to the Lord with our whole heart, to let the mercy of our Lord touch our hearts and change our lives.

During this Lent I encourage you to take advantage of the extra times of confession offered in our parishes.
These days and times are listed in our diocesan newspaper, the Messenger. Our priests are not only extending
the times of confession but are offering 24 Hours for the Lord in our parishes. These are days during Lent
when our churches will be open 24 hours so that you can avail yourselves of the mercy, forgiveness, love and
compassion of the Lord offered in the Sacrament of Penance.

May we make this Lent one of the best ever. May we be reconciled with the Lord and with each other. May we
be touched by the merciful hand of the Lord and may we, in imitation of the Lord, touch the lives of others by
seeking forgiveness of those we have offended and offering that same forgiveness to those who may have
offended us. 

The Lord is indeed kind and merciful, slow to anger, rich in kindness, relenting in punishment. Blessed be the
Name of the Lord!

Be assured of my prayers, especially during this Lenten season and during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Please,
pray for me.

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

Most Reverend Roger J. Foys, D.D.
Bishop of Covington

(Continued on page 17)
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St. Agnes confirmandi get a
visit from Bishop Foys

Bishop Roger Foys met, Feb. 2, with
the recently confirmed students at
St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright. Since
Bishop Foys was unable to celebrate
the sacrament of  confirmation with
them himself, he promised the stu-
dents he would visit them as soon
as he could. Bishop Foys answered
questions and he asked some ques-
tions of  his own. Before leaving
Bishop Foys wished the students a
happy Catholic Schools Week.

Bishop Roger Foys celebrated Mass, Feb. 3, at the
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, for
Catholic Schools Week. Many priests from the diocese concel-
ebrated and principals and student representatives from all
28 Catholic elementary schools and nine Catholic high
schools participated.

“‘Communities of  Faith, Knowledge and Service’ is the
theme of  Catholic Schools Week — communities of  faith,
knowledge and service,” said Bishop Foys in his homily. “We
were not meant to live our lives as solitaries. We live in a very
individualistic society — I can do everything, I can do it
alone, I don’t need anyone. It’s not true. We are to be commu-
nities. At Catholic schools we are communities of  faith,
knowledge and service.

“What does Catholic Schools Week celebrate? Catholic
Schools Week celebrates an education that goes beyond
preparation for a secular life, it is an education that prepares
students for a Christian life. Communities of  faith; every-
thing has to be based on faith. Without faith, knowledge is
useless and service is meaningless.

“A life without faith is a senseless life. Someone who only
lives for this moment and this time and this world, when that
person closes his eyes for the final time in the sleep that is
death, he will be very, very disappointed.

“So the primary reason for our Catholic schools is faith
and the faith life that will carry you through your entire life.

“As we celebrate this Catholic Schools Week we don’t want
to forget this — you’re not in school just to learn a bunch of
facts, just to fill your head with knowledge, but to build a solid
foundation of  faith on which you can build your life. And if
you do that, and if  you live your life as a life of  faith, trust me,
you will lead a life worth living and it will bring you much joy
and much comfort and much peace.”

In his closing remarks Bishop Foys announced that, some-
time during the month of  February, on a Friday or a Monday,
each principal would designate a day off  school in celebra-
tion of  Catholic Schools Week.

Catholic Schools WeekCatholic Schools Week
Mass at the Cathedral

(above) During the offertory at Mass celebrating Catholic Schools Week,
Feb. 3, at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, student 
representatives bring the gifts to Bishop Roger Foys.

As a reminder, the rules of fasting and abstinence for Lent are as follows:

Catholics in the United States, ages 18 to the day after the 59th birthday, are obliged to fast on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Only one full meal is allowed on these days, with no eating
between meals.

Catholics in the U.S., from the age of 14, are obliged to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday,
the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday.

Illness or other circumstances might make it necessary for an individual to practice ways of
doing penance other than fasting and abstinence.

Fasting and abstinence for Lent

(left) Bishop Foys incenses
the altar for the Eucharistic
celebration.
(right) Bishop Foys elevates
the chalice during the 
consecration.

(above) Students from Prince of  Peace
School, Covington, are enjoying the
Mass.
(right) The combined choirs of
Covington Catholic High School and
St. Henry District High School lead the
music.
(below) High school students lector at
the Catholic Schools Week Mass.

Cooley photos
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“When Jesus gave the Great Commission
to his apostles he said, ‘Go out to all the world
and bring the good news.’ We have to do that,”
said Bishop Roger Foys, Feb. 6, at the diocesan
Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Policies and Guidelines Manual Workshop.

Over 90 people — pastors and parish RCIA
team members — attended the workshop host-
ed by the diocesan Catechesis and Formation
Office and presented by the RCIA Advisory
Committee. The workshop introduced the
newly published “RCIA Policies and
Guidelines Manual.” Vicki Klocke, adult faith
and RCIA coordinator for St. Joseph Parish,
Cold Spring, and managing editor of  the man-
ual, gave an overview of  the manual, high-
lighting key components. After the presenta-
tion participants were able to speak with pub-
lishers that offer resources to parishes and
participated in a panel discussion with mem-
bers of  the RCIA Advisory Committee.

In his comments Bishop Foys encouraged
pastors and parish RCIA teams to engage all
parish members in the RCIA process.

“We have to do something if  we want to fol-
low the Great Commission of  the Lord. The
parish priest has to take the lead in that. Our
concern as pastors of  souls, as shepherds of
souls, has to be the faith and the Gospel and
spreading the Gospel.

“It’s a personal touch that we have to do. If
you have a family member, friend, neighbor or
relative who you think might, maybe, like to
know more about the faith, tell your pastor
and then he invites them to come. 

“We have to heed the Lord’s Great
Commission to go out to all the world and
spread the good news,” he said.

Bishop Foys thanked the pastors, religious
and parish members for attending the work-
shop.

“I want to thank the pastors that are here
this morning because it demonstrates how
seriously you take your call and it demon-
strates how seriously you love your people. I
want to thank all the religious and lay people
that are here because it speaks about your own
faith and your commitment to the Lord.

“The Lord has given us a
great gift in giving us the
faith. When you have some-
thing that is precious to
you, you want to share that
with others,” Bishop Foys
said.

Feb. 12 
Mass, Bishop Brossart High
School, St. Mary Church,
Alexandria, 9:45 a.m.

Carmel Manor building site
visit, 11:30 a.m.

Feb. 14 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington,
10 a.m.

Rite of Election, Cathedral
Basilica, 2 p.m.

Rite of Election, Cathedral
Basilica, 4:30 p.m.

Feb. 15 
Individual meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Athenaeum of Ohio
Seminary visit, Cincinnati, 
11 a.m.

Feb. 15 (continued)
Junior Clergy Formation
gathering, 5 p.m.
Feb. 16 
Individual meetings, 9 a.m.;
11:30 a.m.

Diocesan directors’ meeting,
9:30 a.m.

Episcopal Council meeting,
1:30 p.m.

Holy Hour for vocations, 
5:30 p.m.; Mass for
Vocations, 6:30 p.m., 
Thomas More College, 
Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel

Feb. 17–21 
Seminary visit and fraternal
weekend, St. Vincent
Seminary, Latrobe

Bishop’s 
Schedule

Bishop Foys introduces new RCIA policies
and guidelines at workshop

(top left) Bishop Roger Foys welcomed, Feb. 6, pastors, religious and parish RCIA
coordinators and to the RCIA Policies and Guidelines Manual Workshop. (top
right) Vicki Klocke, manual editor, offered an overview of  the manual. (center,
from left) Terri Babey, St. Catherine of  Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas; Tina Klare, St.
Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs; and St. Joseph the Worker Sister Patricia Jean
Cushing, All Saints Parish, Walton; talk with a representative from Sadlier, a 
religious publishing company. (above) Paul Meisenhelder, St. Catherine of  Siena
Parish, Ft. Thomas, takes notes during the presentation.

Cooley photos

Deacon Michael J. Keller
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years
Continues other duties

Charles Bradley
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years

Thomas Neltner
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years

Official assignments

Effective Friday, January 1, 2016

Effective Monday, February 1, 2016

By order of 
the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington

Jamie N. Schroeder,
Chancellor

In addition to the regularly sched-
uled confession times, during the
Year of Mercy each parish will
offer confessions one evening
every month from 6–8 p.m.

1st Monday
Holy Spirit Parish, Newport
St. John Parish, Wilder
St. Matthew Parish, Kenton
St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill
St. Thomas Parish, 
Ft. Thomas

2nd Monday
All Saints Parish, Walton 
Our Savior Parish, Covington
St. Therese Parish, Southgate

1st Tuesday
Cathedral, Covington
St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright
St. Joseph Parish, Warsaw
St. Rose Parish, Mays Lick
St. Timothy Parish, Union

2nd Tuesday
St. William Parish, Williamstown 

3rd Tuesday
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft.
Mitchell 
Divine Mercy Parish, Bellevue
St. Catherine Parish, Ft. Thomas 
St. Edward Parish, Cynthiana

4th Tuesday
St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs 
St. Mary Parish, Alexandria 

1st Wednesday
St. Bernard Parish, Dayton
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere
St. Patrick Parish, Maysville
St. Philip Parish, Melbourne

2nd Wednesday
St. Augustine Parish, Augusta
Sts. Boniface and James Parish,
Ludlow

3rd Wednesday
Holy Cross Parish, Latonia
Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish,
Erlanger
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Falmouth

4th Wednesday
St. Anthony Parish, 
Taylor Mill

1st Thursday
Cristo Rey Parish, Erlanger
Mother of God Parish, Covington
St. Benedict Parish, Covington
St. Charles Parish, Flemingsburg
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood

2nd Thursday
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Burlington
St. Augustine Parish, Covington
St. Cecilia Parish, Independence

3rd Thursday
St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger
St. John Parish, Covington
St. Joseph Parish,
Cold Spring

4th Thursday
St. James Parish, Brooksville

1st Friday
St. John Parish, Carrollton

3rd Friday
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
California

4th Friday
St. Joseph Parish, 
Camp Springs
St. Paul Parish, Florence

3rd Saturday
Holy Redeemer Parish, Vanceburg

24 Hours for the Lord
On one of three Fridays during
Lent every parish in the diocese
will offer confessions continuous-
ly for 24 hours, 12 p.m. Friday–12
p.m. Saturday

February 26-27
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington
All Saints Parish, Walton
Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish,
Erlanger
Our Savior Parish, Covington
St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wight
St. Anthony Parish, 
Taylor Mill
St. Benedict Parish, Covington
St. Charles Parish, Flemingsburg
St. James Parish, Brooksville
St. John Parish, Carrollton
St. John Parish, Wilder
St. Joseph Parish, Warsaw

St. Mary Parish, Alexandria
St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill
St. Therese Parish, Southgate
St. Thomas Parish, 
Ft. Thomas
St. Timothy Parish, Union

March 4-5
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft.
Mitchell
Divine Mercy Parish, Bellevue
Holy Cross Parish, Latonia
Mother of God Parish, Covington
St. Augustine Parish, Augusta
Sts. Boniface and James, Ludlow
St. Catherine Parish, 
Ft. Thomas
St. Cecilia Parish, Independence
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere
St. Matthew Parish, Kenton
St. Patrick Parish, Maysville
St. Philip Parish, Melbourne
St. William Parish, Williamstown

March 11-12
Cristo Rey Parish, Erlanger
Holy Redeemer Parish, Vanceburg
Holy Spirit Parish, Newport
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Burlington
St. Augustine Parish, Covington
St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger
St. Bernard Parish, Dayton
St. Edward Parish, Cynthiana
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Falmouth
St. John Parish, Covington
St. Joseph Parish, 
Camp Springs
St. Joseph Parish,
Cold Spring

St. Joseph Parish, 
Crescent Springs
St. Paul Parish, Florence
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
California
St. Rose Parish, Mays Lick

Confession times

December 8, 2015 through November 20, 2016
For a schedule of  diocesan events, visit www.covdio.org.

Jubilee of Mercy
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Saint of light,saint of darkness
Like so many others around the world, I was overjoyed to

hear of  the recent decision of  the Vatican to canonize
Mother Teresa, a woman generally recognized, during her
lifetime, to be a “living saint.” Mother Teresa first came to
my attention through Malcolm Muggeridge’s film and atten-
dant book “Something Beautiful for God.” Of  course
Muggeridge showed Mother’s work with the dying and the

poorest of  the poor on the
streets of  Kolkata, but what
moved me the most were
the images of  the saint’s
smile amidst so much
squalor and suffering. She
was a very bright light shin-
ing in exceptionally thick
darkness.

Mother’s life reveals so
many aspects and profiles
of  holiness, but I would like
to focus on three of  them.
First, she shows something
remarkable about love,
which is not a sentiment
but rather willing the good

of  the other. I think it is fair to say that Mother Teresa went
to extremes in demonstrating love in this proper sense. She
renounced practically everything that, in the opinion of  the
world, makes life pleasant — wealth, material goods, power,
comforts, luxuries — in order to be of  service to those in
need.

Further, for decades, she personally reached out to the
most vulnerable in one of  the worst slums in the world and
sent her sisters to some of  the most disagreeable places on
the planet. Most of  us, I imagine, manage to love to a degree,
but few ever express this theological virtue more dramatical-
ly and radically than she did.

This is not simply admirable; it constitutes a crucial wit-

ness to the nature of  love. Unlike the other virtues, both nat-
ural and theological, love has no limit. Justice, limitlessly
expressed, excludes all mercy; too much temperance
becomes a fussy puritanism; exaggerated courage is rash-
ness; unlimited faith is credulity; infinite hope devolves into
presumption. But there can never be too much love; there is
never a time when love is inappropriate, for love is what God
is, and love constitutes the very life of  heaven. Mind you, in
heaven there is no need for faith and hope fades away. But in
that supremely holy place, love remains in all of  its infinite
intensity and radicality. Mother Teresa’s way of  life, accord-
ingly, is an icon of  the love that we’ll obtain in heaven, when
we are drawn utterly into the very life of  God.

A second feature of  Mother’s holiness is her dedication to
prayer. When I visited the Mother House of  the Missionaries
of  Charity in Kolkata some years ago, what impressed me
most was a life-size statue of  Mother Teresa in the very back
of  the chapel, in the attitude she customarily assumed when
she prayed: legs folded under her, palms facing upward, head
bowed.

From the very beginning of  her community, Mother
insisted that her sisters should engage in substantial
amounts of  prayer every day; and in time, she established a
branch of  her order dedicated exclusively to contemplative
prayer. She understood something that is essential to the
Christian spiritual life, namely, that the kind of  love she and
her sisters endeavored to practice could come only through
the grace of  God, only as a sheer gift. To get that gift, it was
necessary to ask, to ask again, to beg one’s whole life long.
Without this explicit connection to God and his purposes,
their work, she knew, would turn into mere do-goodism, and
the egos of  her sisters would inevitably assert themselves.
Saints, those who embody the love that God is, are necessari-
ly beggars.

I remarked above that Mother Teresa struck me as a light
in the shadows. How mysterious, therefore, that she herself
once said, “If  I ever become a saint, I will surely be a saint of

darkness.”
She was referring to something that only a handful of

people knew in her lifetime, that for upwards of  50 years,
Mother Teresa experienced the pain of  the absence of  God.
The living saint often felt abandoned by God or even that
God does not exist. Once a visiting bishop was kneeling in
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament with Mother and her
nuns. A note was passed to him from the saintly foundress,
which read, to his infinite surprise, “Where is Jesus?”

That she lived through this crucible for decades, even as
people routinely saw her as the very paragon of  holiness,
shows forth a third dimension of  her saintliness. To be a
saint is to allow Christ to live his life in you. Indeed, St. Paul
said, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me;”
and this means the whole Christ.

Jesus was a person of  service to the poor and needy, and
Mother certainly embodied this aspect of  his life; Jesus was
a person who prayed intently and for long periods of  time,
and Mother participated in this dimension of  his existence.
But Jesus was also the crucified Lord, who said, at the limit
of  his suffering, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” To allow Christ to live his life in you is, therefore, nec-
essarily to experience, to one degree or another, the absence
of  God, to undergo the agony of  the crucifixion in all of  its
dimensions.

St. John of  the Cross, the greatest mystical theologian in
the Church’s history, said, quite simply, that there is no path
to holiness that does not lead through the cross. Though it is
a high paradox, the 50-year darkness that Mother endured is,
therefore, one of  the surest indicators of  her saintliness.

Saints exist for the Church, for in them we see the very
raison d’etre of  the Church, and this is why canonizations
are always joyful affairs. So let us rejoice in this new saint
whose love, prayer and very darkness, are light for us.

Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of  the
Archdiocese of  Los Angeles. Article originally published at
WordOnFire.org.

On Supreme Court case: why we can’t ‘just sign the form’
A few weeks ago, I received a New Year’s card that read,

“This will be the best year yet.” We Little Sisters of  the Poor
are fervently praying that 2016 will be remembered as the
year we were able to return to our quiet lives at the service of

the elderly after a happy res-
olution to our long legal
struggle over the HHS
Contraceptive Mandate.

Although we had never
before involved ourselves in
politics, in March of  2012 we
felt compelled to publicly
voice our opposition to the
U.S. Department of  Health
and Human Services’
Contraceptive Mandate.
Since then our convictions,
based on Catholic teaching,
have taken us from the
District Court of  Colorado
to the U.S. Tenth Circuit
Court, and finally to the U.S.

Supreme Court, where our case will be heard in oral argu-
ment this March.

Along the way we have received hundreds of  supportive
notes, along with more than a few negative comments, includ-
ing the following, often voiced with a note of  disdain: “Why
don’t you stop being so stubborn and just sign the form?” This
question refers, of  course, to the so-called “accommodation,”
which the federal government hoped would silence all the
conscientious objections to the mandate.

Form 700, more commonly called “the form” or “the piece
of  paper,” is not what a lot of  people think it is. Contrary to
how it is often presented, Form 700 is neither a simple decla-

ration of  conscientious objection, nor an “opt out” regarding
the HHS Contraceptive Mandate. Form 700 is a permission
slip. Signing it would allow HHS to commandeer the infra-
structure of  our health care plan in order to use it to distrib-
ute abortifacients and contraceptives to our employees. In
other words, signing Form 700 would involve us in formal
cooperation with wrongdoing, which is never permissible
under Catholic doctrine.

Not only would such cooperation with moral evil consti-
tute grave sin on our part, but it would likely also cause scan-
dal, leading others to sin as well. This is serious stuff, espe-
cially for women like us who are devoted to the service of  the
Church. We are bound, in the eyes of  God and the Church, to
upholding the sanctity of  human life, from the moment of
conception until natural death. Very simply, Form 700
involves the taking of  innocent human life. That is why we
cannot “just sign the form.”

Throughout the four years of  this legal journey I have
found courage by turning to the great cloud of  witnesses that
surrounds us on our earthly pilgrimage, specifically  St.
Thomas More and the Old Testament figure Eleazar.

The story of  St. Thomas More is well known, thanks in
part to the classic movie, “A Man for All Seasons.” Thomas
More was imprisoned for refusing to sign an oath acknowl-
edging Anne Boleyn as King Henry VIII’s legitimate wife and
recognizing the king’s authority as head of  the newly formed
Church of  England. A year later he was beheaded after
famously proclaiming that he was “the king’s good servant
but God’s first.”

Each time I watch the movie, I am inspired by Thomas
More’s responses to those who tried to persuade him to “just
sign the oath.” Using the proverbial “everyone else is doing it”
argument, the Duke of  Norfolk suggests, “Why can’t you do as
I did and come with us, for fellowship?” Refusing to compro-

mise his convictions, Thomas responds, “And when we die,
and you are sent to heaven for doing your conscience, and I
am sent to hell for not doing mine, will you come with me, for
fellowship?”

St. Thomas More’s daughter then pleads with him to con-
sider the impact of  his actions on the family, suggesting that
he “take this oath with your lips, but think otherwise in your
heart.” Again Thomas resists the temptation to fall into dis-
simulation. “Daughter,” he responds, “what is an oath but
words you speak to God?” Obviously, St. Thomas More
couldn’t “just sign the form.”

Thomas More’s integrity is indeed inspiring, but my
favorite martyr of  religious liberty is Eleazar, described in the
Second Book of  Maccabees as “one of  the foremost scribes, a
man advanced in age and of  noble appearance.” As he faced
torture and death because he refused to defile himself  by eat-
ing the king’s food, friends of  the old man pulled him aside
and tried to persuade him to “fake it” by secretly eating his
own provisions. But Eleazar feared the scandal he might
cause the younger men by compromising the prescriptions of
their faith, so he died honorably, proving himself  worthy of
his old age and “leaving in his death a model of  nobility and
an unforgettable example of  virtue.” (2 Mac 6:31)

I hope that these reflections help to clarify why we cannot
“just sign the form.”  To do so would allow the federal govern-
ment to commandeer our health plan. It could cause scandal
by giving the example that it’s okay to ignore clearly stated
Catholic doctrine. And it would no doubt lead to the taking of
innocent human life through the use of  abortifacient drugs.
Inspired by Eleazar and St. Thomas More, we feel compelled
to affirm that we wish to be good citizens and servants our
nation’s elderly, but faithful daughters of  the Church first.

Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for the
Little Sisters of  the Poor in the United States.

Bishop Robert Barron

WORD ON FIRE

Sister Constance Veit,
L.S.P.

GUEST
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‘I’m fine’
Living with a 2-year-old for the past month or so has filled

our home with echoes of, “I’m fine” throughout each day.
The little lady has such a fierce desire to do everything her-
self, and she protests loudly if  someone tries to help.

Two legs might be in the same leg hole in her pants, but,
“I’m fine.” Food is resting on a shelf  that is too high to

reach, but, “I’m fine.” Her
hands might be full, making
climbing into her car seat a
challenge, but, “I’m fine.”

But the “I’m fine” mental-
ity has a curious second
dimension — the desire to be
the only one to help others.

If  I set the table for din-
ner, our little toddler tries to
remove them so that she can
be the one to “help.” She
insists on getting tissues for
anyone with a runny nose.
And if  there is any mail to
be opened, she will take care
of  it in short order.

The funny thing about children’s behavior is that it often
magnifies our own. As I watch our daughter’s stubbornness
about helping others and being helped, I am reminded of  the
challenge as an adult of  admitting that I can’t do something
on my own.

Our American ideals involve being an autonomous indi-
vidual who does not “need.” If  I have a need, then I have a
lack, and I am considered less than I ought to be. Women,
especially, seem to struggle with this, trying to balance so
many things without asking for assistance. We seem to take
great pride in our ability to accomplish a myriad of  tasks,
and yet, are we truly joyful as we strive to tackle our to-do

lists alone?
During Lent, we rightly focus on prayer, almsgiving and

works of  charity. I wonder, though, if  this might be an oppor-
tunity to examine the litany of  “I’m fine’s” that pepper our
own lives.

Jesus himself  accepted help from others. He let his feet
be washed with a woman’s tears and dried with her own
hair. He allowed others to serve him food and drink. And in
the most dramatic hours of  his life, Jesus allowed Simon of
Cyrene to help him to carry his cross.

Even today, Christ relies on his disciples to cooperate
with his grace and spread the Gospel to the world.

Do we allow others to help us? If  not, what are the main
reasons why accepting emotional, spiritual, physical or
material help is a struggle? What message does it send to
others when we try to accomplish everything ourselves?
How can we open ourselves to others, both giving and receiv-
ing from and to them?

It might seem like an odd Lenten meditation, but in reali-
ty, even our receiving from others is a form of  giving. Msgr.
Brian Bransfield in his book, “Living the Beatitudes: A
Journey to Life in Christ,” wrote, “It is not that the greedy
cannot give; they cannot receive.”

It’s natural for a 2-year-old to test the limits of  independ-
ence. We see a toddler messily attempting to fly solo, and we
know it’s impossible for the child to survive without help.
Amazingly, it’s easy for us to forget that the need for others
applies to our own lives.

When we refuse to receive from God or from others, are
we truly “fine,” basking in our superiority to not need any-
thing? Or are we missing some profound moments to know
who God is and who he has created us to be?

Emily Macke serves as Theology of  the Body Curriculum
Director at Ruah Woods, Cincinnati. She is editor and con-
tributing writer at www.timeforthefamily.com.

‘AShirt of Flame’Lent makes usall
catechumensagain They say that the book you most need to read finds you

when you most need to read it. I’ve had that experience
many times, most recently
with Heather King’s book,
“Shirt of  Flame, A Year with
St. Therese of  Lisieux.”

The title of  the book is
borrowed from T. S. Eliot’s,
“Four Quartets,” where he
famously suggests that love
itself, God, is behind the tor-
ment we often feel in our
fiery desires and that the
burning we feel there is an
“intolerable shirt of  flame.”

King writes this book
from a fiery context within
her own life: She is a free-

lance journalist and writer, single, divorced, an alcoholic in
recovery, reconciling some darkness in her past, dealing
with a paralyzing obsession because the man she is in love
with will not respond to her, risking the financial stability of
a career in law for the insecurity of  being a freelance writer
and struggling with the sense of  being an outsider to normal
family, marriage and community, an orphan at all the ban-
quets of  life. And so she sets off  for a year to immerse her-
self  in one of  the most intriguing saints of  all time, Therese
of  Lisieux, in an attempt is to see whether Therese might be
a moral and spiritual compass by which to sort out her own
life. The result is a powerful, deeply insightful, adult, book.

King recognizes in Therese’s soul — inside the soul of  a
saint — the same fiery desires that she feels within her own
soul. And King recognizes, too, that those fires can purify or
destroy, redeem or torment, turn someone into a great saint
or a great sinner. So she lets Therese’s fire shed light on her
own fires. And since what is most personal and private
inside of  us, if  revealed, is also the most universal, by
revealing her own deep, private struggles, her book sheds
light on the universal human struggle. However, the book is
self-revealing but never exhibitionist, a tricky formula that
she handles well.

For example, drawing upon a famous incident in
Therese’s life when as a little girl, asked by her older sister
who presented her with a velvet sewing-basket full of  color
balls to pick one thing from the basket, Therese said: “I

choose all!” and took the entire basket and walked away.
King reflects upon her own struggle to, as Kierkegaard said,
will the one thing: Here’s the parallel she draws to her own
life: “‘I choose all!’ said Therese, and the further I pro-
gressed, the more I saw that the human dilemma is to want
it all. I wanted to be celibate, and I wanted wantonly to give
myself  to a spouse. I wanted dark secrets, noise, lights,
mania and the stimulation of  a city, and I wanted to plant a
garden, tend animals and live on a farm. I wanted to live in
the same place all my life and I wanted to travel every inch
of  the globe before I died. I wanted to sit utterly still and I
was also driven to be constantly on the move. I wanted to be
hidden and anonymous and I wanted to be famous. I wanted
to be close to my family and I wanted to leave my family
behind. I wanted to devote my life to activism and I wanted
to devote my life to contemplation. I wanted to give every-
thing to God, and I didn’t know how! I longed to give my
undivided self, and I couldn’t!”

Reflecting on Therese’s vow of  poverty, King writes:
“Poverty is never, never voluntary. Poverty consists precisely
in all the ways you absolutely don’t want to be poor.”
Drawing upon the German poet, Gertrud von le Fort, who
wrote that when her soul was most in anguish everything
around her in effect said: “But you are nothing!” King
writes: “At last someone had told my story. For the last 10
years especially, I had been in anguish and ‘they’ — my hus-
band, the person I loved, the legal profession, the medical
profession when I had cancer, the publishing industry — had
said in so many words: ‘But you are nothing.’ Everywhere I
turned: a blank wall. Everything I had hoped for: ashes.
Everything I had worked for: ‘But you are nothing.’ … One
morning in the shower, I wept to Christ: ‘I don’t love you and
you don’t love me either!’” We’ve all been there.

If  you are struggling with faith, with brokenness in your
life, with an obsession, with an addiction, with a gnawing
sense that your life is not what it should be, with the sense of
being the outsider, an orphan at all the banquets of  life and,
most of  all, with the sense you don’t love Jesus and he does-
n’t love you either, that you are nothing, then let this book
find you. It’s a book for those who think they might be too
sick to be helped by a doctor.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and
award-winning author, is President of  the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, Texas.

The readings for the first Sunday of  Lent — Cycle
“C” are: Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Romans 10:8-13; and
Luke 4:1-13.

Today’s Gospel selection begins by telling us: “Jesus,
full of  the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit into the desert for 40 days...” Jesus
begins his 40-day fast after his baptism. We, on the other

hand, know that our time
of  fasting, Lent, is prepa-
ration for baptism.

Conversion is the ori-
gin of  Lent. It was and is
the time of  final prepara-
tion for those who are
converting to Christ, the
catechumens. But we also
recognize that conversion
is a never-ending process
in the life of  the
Christian. And so we who
are already baptized join
the catechumens in their
time of  intense prayer
and preparation.

“Lent is a preparation for the celebration of  Easter.
For the Lenten liturgy disposes both catechumens and
the faithful to celebrate the paschal mystery: catechu-
mens through the several stages of  Christian initiation;
the faithful through reminders of  their own baptism and
through penitential practices.” (General Norms for the
Liturgical Year and Calendar, #27)

On this First Sunday of  Lent, the catechumens of  the
diocese will come before the bishop for the Rite of
Election and those who were already baptized in another
Christian church and now seek to become full members
of  the Catholic Church will also come before him for the
Call to Continuing Conversion. Both the catechumens
and candidates (already baptized) will, through these
rites, be called by the Church to full initiation at the
Easter Vigil.

The questions the bishop will ask about these catechu-
mens and candidates can easily serve as our own Lenten
examination of  conscience and guide us all in our prepa-
ration to renew our own baptism at Easter.

The bishop will ask the godparents of  the catechu-
mens: “Have they faithfully listened to God’s word pro-
claimed by the Church?” “Have they responded to that
word and begun to walk in God’s presence?” “Have they
shared the company of  their Christian brothers and sis-
ters and joined with them in prayer?” We all should apply
these same questions to ourselves.

He will then ask the sponsors of  the candidates: “Have
they faithfully listened to the apostles’ instruction pro-
claimed by the Church?” Have they come to a deeper
appreciation of  their baptism, in which they were joined
to Christ and his Church?” “Have they reflected suffi-
ciently on the tradition of  the Church, which is their her-
itage, and joined their brothers and sisters in prayer?”
“Have they advanced in a life of  love and service of  oth-
ers?” Again, if  we were the candidates, how would our
sponsors answer?

Like today’s catechumens and candidates, Jesus in
today’s Gospel had to reflect on whether he listened to the
word of  God his Father, or the word of  the devil. The
devil tried to get Jesus to abandon the Father’s long and
painful way for Christ to establish his reign on earth and
replace it with a “quick fix” that produced instant
results.

Even in today’s first reading, Moses, too, recognizes
the need for the Israelites to reflect on their religious tra-
dition and heritage. In the midst of  offering sacrifice he
recalls the great events of  God’s saving activity in the life
of  the Israelite community.

Like Jesus, like Moses, like the catechumens, like the
candidates, we are all called to quiet reflection on the
mysteries of  God’s word in our hearts during these 40
days in the desert.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl is pastor of  Blessed Sacrament
Parish, Ft. Mitchell.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl

EIGHTH DAY

Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

Emily Macke

A SPARK OF
GOODNESS
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Catholic social teaching inspires and guides how we are to
live and work in the world. In this principle, Rights and
Responsibilities, we remember that, as human beings, we have
the rights to live and grow in peace. Because we have that right,
we have the responsibility to make sure others, too, enjoy the
same opportunity.

Hongkham’s story
Hongkham lives close to where she grew up in Nongdeune,

Laos, with her husband and their five boys. Her husband is a
farmer, and her family relied on his crops for food and
income. When Hongkham’s husband got sick, the family had
to sell a lot of  what they owned — including their land — to
pay for medicine. Soon, the family faced real hunger.

Then Hongkham found an opportunity to use her love of
cooking to help her family and community through CRS’
school literacy and hunger program. She volunteers as a cook
at her children’s school, which provides free school lunches
for students, literacy training for teachers and principals, and
nutrition training. Hongkham uses that training in the school
kitchen and when she’s cooking for her family at home.

She also receives a monthly ration of  food to take home,
which helps her family grow and thrive. But the best part
about CRS’ program is that students are learning to read and
write. Hongkham says that before the program started, stu-
dents would go home and often wouldn’t return for afternoon
classes, but now, students return to school after morning

classes to receive their free and nutritious lunch. She even
sees the change in her own children — in their studies and
their health.

Good nutrition has made a real difference in the lives of

the people of  Laos.
Learn more about CRS’ work in Laos by visiting

http://crsricebowl.org.

Rice Bowl stories of hope — rights and responsibilities

Hongkham Phengsaphone, age 36, sits with three
of  her sons, (from left to right) Khamtanh
Phengsaphone, age 9, Vanhkham Phengsaphone,
age 6, and Kongsy Phengsaphone, age 11. All
three boys receive a free school lunch each day at
Nongdern Primary School through CRS’ LEAPS
program. Hongkham is a LEAPS volunteer cook
at their school.
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David Cooley
Assistant Editor

“Listen carefully … to the master’s instructions, and attend
to them with the ear of  your heart. This advice from a father
who loves you; welcome it, and faithfully put it into practice.”

These words come from the prologue of  the Rule of  St.
Benedict. St. Benedict lived in Italy in the sixth century during
turbulent times. St. Benedict wrote his Rule, “a little rule for
beginners,” primarily for monks but its sound principles have
proven to be relevant for the past 1,500 years to many people
looking for a secure, stable and holy way of  life.

Villa Madonna Academy was founded on the Benedictine
values put forth in the Rule and has been working to instill a
Christocentric worldview in its students since 1904.

As a way of  emphasizing these principles even more, and in
order to perform better self-analysis, Villa Madonna High
School has initiated a new spiritual program called “The
Sophomore Interview Program: The Rule.”

“We wanted to know how we are helping them spiritually,”
said Pam McQueen, principal. “We know they graduate from
here with a great education and we work to be good stewards of
the faith, but we wanted to see how we were reaching the stu-
dents, how they were feeling.”

Inspired by a similar program at Walsh Jesuit High School
in northern Ohio, Eileen O’Connell, VMA Religion Department
chairperson; Don Shields, math teacher and dean of  students;
Jason Voight, guidance counselor; and Mrs. McQueen devel-
oped the program and team up to conduct the interviews. After
a year of  planning, the first interviews began at the end of
March of  last year.

“The goal is to provide the students with specific value-based
goals so that they begin university life with a solid spiritual
foundation,” said Mrs. McQueen.

“We are working hard to have our students truly live the
Catholic, Benedictine values now and for the rest of  their lives.”

Here’s how the program works. The two interviewers meet
with each individual sophomore and at least one of  their par-
ents or guardians. The interview takes approximately 30 min-
utes and covers four areas that represent the Catholic,
Benedictine values: respect and reverence, prayer and spiritual-
ity, conversation and scholarship, service and hospitality. Each
student is asked questions related to these four areas, and then
develops goals to work toward for the next two years.

“We will then meet with each student again during his or
her junior year, and together we will reflect upon the goals and
really dig into those goals and how the student will accomplish
them,” said Mrs. McQueen.

“During the senior year, both at the beginning and the end,
the student will reflect upon these goals, how they grew and
how they plan to continue to embody the characteristics of  the
Villa graduate at graduation when leaving Villa Madonna
Academy.”

Since the program is so new the core team continues to
tweak some ideas as they go through the process in order to best
meet the students’ needs. For example, last year students did not
see any of  the questions ahead of  time. This year the team is
thinking about letting them see some of  the questions or at least
know a little bit more about what’s coming in order to ponder a
bit longer and develop a well-thought-out response.

“We will give them some of  the general areas that we will be
focusing on and let them know that we are going to be looking
for them to consider a goal for each value,” said Mr. Voight.
“That gives them a general idea to think about without giving
them all the specific questions.”

The Benedictine values are woven into every aspect of  Villa
Madonna Academy and the students are exposed to these prin-
ciples constantly, especially if  the attend VMA from kinder-
garten through high school.

“There is a reflection on one of  the values dur-
ing the morning announcements every day and
they are all listed throughout the hallways of  the
school,” Mr. Voight said.

“There are posters throughout the school with
pictures of  students living out these values,”
added Mrs. McQueen. “It just surrounds the stu-
dents; it is infused in everything they do and hear.”

Ms. O’Connell said that by their sophomore
year the students are ready to really start applying
these ideas to their lives, which is why it is a per-
fect time to begin the interviews.

“I think this program gives the students an
opportunity to open up in an area that is very pri-
vate; sometimes they don’t know how to communi-
cate their feelings, beliefs and core values,” said
Mr. Voight. “This program allows them to intro-
spect on a regular basis, which I think is very pro-
ductive as a young adult going off  into the world
and is oftentimes missing in a school setting.”

“We wanted the parent to be a part of  the process too in
order to hear the goals that were set and to hopefully inspire
more of  this kind of  dialogue between the parent and the stu-
dent,” said Mrs. McQueen.

Mr. Voight said that it is gratifying to hear the parents reflect
on all this and how they are often surprised and pleased to hear
their child’s responses and goals.

“Sometimes they say things like ‘wow, I never thought my
child thought that way’ and you can tell it opens up something
in their lives too.”

The team believes that the program is appropriate and
works for students who aren’t Catholic as well.

“For the students who maybe aren’t Catholic it opens up dia-
logue to help understand their experience at our school, which
in turn helps us to provide a better product,” Mr. Voight said.
“Those students who aren’t Catholic can still connect and relate
to those Benedictine values. That is a good thing,” he said.

Zack Werner and Camryn Bellish are juniors this year and
were members of  the first sophomore class to be interviewed.
They both are excited about the program and believe it is help-
ing them on their faith journey.

“It is a really good new program,” said Mr. Werner. “I feel
like it is really going to help strengthen my faith and
Benedictine values.”

Mr. Werner said that some of  the goals he came up with
should help him to remember that while high school life can get
very busy there are other important things to think about as

well, like service to the community and strengthening your
faith.

Ms. Bellish agreed with Mr. Werner.
“Especially as I go into college, I want to keep my same val-

ues that I have now,” she said. “I know it might be easy to get
away from all that when I am away from home and away from
my usual environment, so I wanted to set goals to help me keep
those values the same.”

Both Mr. Werner and Ms. Bellish believe this program will
work well because they have set clear goals and Villa Madonna
is a strong community of  faith. They both agreed that it is
important to have a good support system and people around you
that will keep you honest.

New spiritual program atVilla MadonnaAcademy hopes to inspire
students for a lifetime

Villa Madonna Academy educators, (from left) Jason Voight, Don
Shields, Pamela McQueen and Eileen O’Connell, have worked 
together to develop a program that will encourage students to set
value-based goals using the Rule of  St. Benedict as the standard.

Cooley photo
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Since 1996, the Ludlow Knights of  Columbus have host-
ed a pancake breakfast to benefit the Covington Sisters of
Notre Dame mission in Uganda. The SND mission, just
one year older than the pancake breakfast, is located in a
remote area of  Uganda and is comprised of  nursery, pri-
mary and secondary schools, as well as a subsistence farm
and congregational formation center.

According to Carl Biery, member of  the Ludlow
Knights of  Columbus and pancake breakfast co-chair, the
event began at the request of  the late Ed Monahan. Mr.
Monahan was a Grand Knight with a special connection to
the Sisters of  Notre Dame — his daughter, Sister Marla
Monahan, served as Covington provincial from 2005-2014. 

The event originally benefitted the Catholic urban
schools in Covington, as well as the mission in Uganda.
Sister Marla said, “My father recognized, I think, the
African proverb that it takes a village to raise a child. He
wanted to recognize that we have children in need both at
home and in other lands.”

Mr. Monahan did all that he could to recognize need and
the importance of  education. “When the breakfast was
first begun, he would contact local politicians because he
felt that they had an important role in the life of  the city.

He wanted them to be aware of  our responsibility together
to make sure that these children were receiving a good
education, so that they could live the life God wanted them
to live,” Sister Marla said.

Ed Monahan died Sept. 18, 2001, just a few weeks before
the Knights’ sixth pancake breakfast. He remained com-
mitted until the end, telling Sister Marla everything she
needed to make sure the upcoming breakfast would run
smoothly. She joked, “He told me the day before he passed

away, ‘After I die, it’s okay with me if  you don’t do this any-
more.’ But he was still telling me what to do for the next
one!”

Today, the Knights of  Columbus continue the tradition
under the leadership of  Carl Biery, Wayne Brown and
Mike Young. Sister Mary Margaret Droege, director of  the
Sisters of  Notre Dame Uganda Mission Office, expressed
her gratitude for the Knights’ work and noted the ease of
the event.

“The Knights of  Columbus are always friendly,” Sister
Mary Margaret shared. “They wear a smile and seem to
enjoy working together. Plus, they take care to get all of  the
food and work to get as much donated as possible, thus
eliminating expenses.”

Mr. Biery also acknowledged the dedication of  his fel-

low members. He said, “My favorite aspect is seeing how
many Knights turn out to work. We host a lot of  events, but
this one seems to draw more workers. And we don’t even
have to call them. They just show up!”

Not only are the workers committed, guests attend the
pancake breakfast year after year, too. Some are friends of
the Knights of  Columbus, others come in support of  the
Sisters of  Notre Dame and their mission. Still, some regu-
lars simply cannot pass up a laid-back Sunday breakfast.

Sister Margaret remem-
bered one family in particular
that took advantage of  the
casual ambience. “Through
the years, people who come
seem to enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere. For several
years, one family brought the
Sunday paper with them.
After the meal, they sat back
and enjoyed a leisurely read-
ing of  the paper together.”

When asked what he
attributes to the event’s
longevity and success, Mr.
Biery did not have to think
before responding. 

“This is what the Knights
of  Columbus are all about —
charity. When we can do a
charitable event that we really
enjoy, that we can feel good
about, we don’t hesitate,” Mr.
Biery said. “This is one event
we still feel really good about
after 20 years. Everyone just
feels warm and fuzzy.”

Jodee McElfresh�is director
of  Mission Advancement for
the Sisters of  Notre Dame,
Covington, Ky.
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THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME? 
Now is a great time to sell because 

there’s a shortage of homes.

Many of my clients would like to live in the Villa Hills/Crescent
Springs area.  If you live in Villa Hills or Crescent Springs and have
thought about selling, please let me know.  

Even If You Are Just In The Thinking Stage, I will be happy to show
you what your home is worth in today’s market.  Call me @ (859)
801-9762 or e-mail @ wieder3@fuse.net for your free, no-obligation
analysis.

With every home I sell, a contribution is made to the 
Children’s Miracle Network “helping local kids.”
Please call Marie Wieder of RE/MAX
Affiliates at (859) 801-9762

MARIE WIEDER, ABR, SFR, e-PRO
Parishioner St. Joseph, Crescent Springs

(above left) Carl Biery, member of  the Father Kehoe Knights of  Columbus, Ludlow, prepares batter at the
2015 pancake breakfast. (above right) Notre Dame Sister Anita Marie Stacy works with a student at the
Sisters of  Notre Dame mission in Buseesa, Uganda.

A20-year pancakepartnership supports SND mission inUganda

The 20th annual 

Sisters of Notre Dame 

Uganda Mission 

Pancake Breakfast

Feb. 21, 8:30 a.m.–1 p.m., 

Notre Dame Academy cafeteria. 

For information visit www.sndky.org.



DPAA solicitations begin
Invited by the diocesan Office of
Stewardship and Mission Services and this
year’s Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal
(DPAA) chairs — Pauline Baumann, 
general chair, and Barry Henry, leadership
gifts chair — about 40 people attended the
2016 DPAA solicitors’ luncheon, Feb. 8, at
the Metropolitan Club, Covington. These
40 solicitors are asked to contact five of
the top 200 DPAA donors and ask them to
pledge, again, a gift to the DPAA. Results
of  their efforts will be announced at the
DPAA kick-off  dinners, March 8 and
March 10.

“One of  the hallmarks of  our diocese is the generosity of  its people and not just financial
generosity, which is certainly true, but also those who volunteer, who give of  their time,”
said Bishop Roger Foys in his remarks at the luncheon. “ I thank you for your presence
here today and for your willingness to help in this annual appeal which helps us to help
others — that’s the important thing. The money would be useless if  it didn’t help us to
help others.”
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Planning annual picnic
This year’s Women Religious Picnic committee met, Feb. 2, to begin planning for
the 2016 Picnic for Women Religious event, scheduled for June 10 at Summit
Hills Country Club, Crestview Hills. Committee members are: (seated from left)
Jim Suetholz, Debbie Wood, John Wood, Matt Zeck, Bob Curtis, Susie Curtis,
Divine Providence Sister Fran Moore, vicar for religious; (standing from left)
Kathy Selby, Pamela Ruschman, Joanie Lecoy and Mike Murray, director, Office
of  Stewardship and Religious Services.

Cooley photo

Keener photos
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The universal prayer intention for February, as recom-
mended by Pope Francis, is that we may take good care of
creation — a gift freely given — cultivating and protecting it
for future generations. The evangelization intention is that
opportunities may increase for dialogue and encounter
between the Christian faith and the peoples of  Asia.
The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption will be broadcast on Sunday, 5–6 p.m. on sta-
tion Me TV WLWT, on channels: over the air 5-2; Time
Warner Cable 188 in Kentucky and Cincinnati Bell 23 or 291.

Have something to list in “People and Events”? The dead-
line for event notices is nine days prior to the desired publi-
cation date. E-mail messenger@covdio.org no later than the
Wednesday before the week you would like the information
to appear.

Holy Cross District High School, Pat Taney Memorial Night
at the Races and pot luck, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.–midnight, in the
HCDHS gym, Latonia. E-mail anne.julian@hchscov.com or
call 431-1335.

The Challenge Girls’ club is sponsoring a babysit-
ting evening, Feb. 13, 6–9 p.m., at Blessed Sacrament
School Parish Center, for children ages 3–10. Lots of
activities. Gym shoes required. Suggested donation:
$10 one child, $20 two children and $30 three or more
children. To register, e-mail challengeatblessedsacra-

ment@gmail.com or call 802-7603.

St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger, Valentine Dance, Feb.
13, 8 p.m.–midnight. The dance will be held in our new
Sterling Event Center. RSVP, visit
www.stbarbaraky.org and click on the Valentine Dance
tab. Call 512-5482.

St. Philip Parish, Melbourne, ladies’ stagette/social, Feb.
14, 2–6 p.m. (doors open at 1 p.m.), $18 prepaid tickets, call
466-6136. There will be bingo, raffles, prizes and homemade
dinner and desserts.

Master of Arts in teaching information session, Feb. 16,
5–6:30 p.m., Thomas More College, Crestview Hills, science
lecture hall, administration building. Session designed for
persons who have an undergraduate degree in a certifiable
content area and wish to acquire a Kentucky teaching cer-
tificate. Visit Thomasmore.edu/MAT.

Thomas More College’s Creative Writing Vision
program, workshop on Creativity in the Classroom:
Writing Poetry with Middle to High School Students,
for middle and high school teachers, Feb. 18, 5–7:30
p.m. $25 fee covers materials and dessert provided;
bring brown bag dinner if  desired. E-mail tmc.cre-
ativewritingprogram@gmail.com with your name,
school/affiliation and preferred e-mail contact.

St. Joseph School, Cold Spring, drama club 2016 production,
“The Devil In Cold Spring,” an original musical comedy,
Feb. 19, 20, 26, 27, 28 and March 4 and 5. Friday and Saturday
nights, 8 p.m., Sunday dinner, 4:30 p.m.; show, 6 p.m. Proceeds
benefit St. Joseph Parish and School.
The Curtain Call Cavaliers of St. Joseph School,

Crescent Springs, present “Adventures of  a Comic
Book Artist.” Three performances at the Notre Dame
Theater, Park Hills, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. with a meet-the-cast
at 6:15 p.m. and Feb. 20, 1 p.m. and 7p.m. Call 578-2742
for tickets.

Newport Central Catholic High School will induct its 16th
class into its athletic Hall of Fame at a dinner and cere-
mony, Feb. 20, 6 p.m., in the Newport Central Catholic gym-
nasium. The inductees are: Jeff  Brady ’86, Stan Gish ’54,
Erica Ziegler Lanham ’01, Doug Losey ’81, Kyra Macke
Pangallo ’06 and John Wischer ’71. Also being honored as
the “Team of  Distinction” is the 2000 Boys’ All “A” State
Champion Basketball Team. NCCHS will also be awarding
the Coach Jim Connor Award to Michael Dorgan ’59 and the
Father John Hegenauer Community Service Award to Greg
Turner ’75. Proceeds support the athletic programs at
NCCHS. Call 292-0001.

The Office of  Catechesis and Formation of  the Diocese of
Covington is offering adult faith formation/catechist cer-
tification courses: Liturgy and Rites, with Father John
Michniuk, Feb. 20 and 27, 9 a.m.–2 p.m., at St. Mary Parish,
Alexandria; and The Trinity/Doctrine of  God, with Father
Michael Barth, Feb 20 and 27, 9 a.m.–2 p.m., at All Saints
Parish, Walton. Cost is $25 per course. Register online at
ww.covdio.org/catechesis-formation, by e-mail, catech-
esis@covdio.org, or call 392-1500.

Covington Catholic High School Parents’ Club, spaghetti
dinner and fine arts festival, Feb. 21, 4–6 p.m. at the school
cafeteria. A performance by the CCH Chamber Choir will
precede the event at 3:30 pm, and the Covington Catholic and
Notre Dame Academy Jazz Band will provide music during
the dinner. CCH Student artwork will be exhibited.
Additionally, robots built and used by CCH Robotics Club
teams in regional competitions will be demonstrated. Visit

Saint
■ University professor, Polish priest and spiritual director of  St. Faustina

■ Great supporter of  the Divine Mercy message and arranged for someone to paint
the Divine Mercy image

■ Suffered ridicule for spreading the devotion until his death in 1975

“Father Sopocko is a priest after my own heart … 
As a result of  his efforts, a new light will shine in the Church of  God 

for the consolation of  souls.”

Bl. Michael Sopocko

–Jesus to St. FaustinaTo learn more, visit www.saintsoftheweek.com

F e a s t d a y :  F e b r u a r y 1 5

Newsworthy
Happy birthday to Father Gregory Bach, pastor, St.
Henry Parish, Elsmere, and vocations promoter, Feb. 23.

Covington Catholic High School introduces Judith See
as director of advancement. Ms. See joins Covington
Catholic following an extensive career in various devel-
opment leadership roles for the University of Cincinnati
Foundation.

St. Paul Parish and School, Florence, added a preschool
to its programs this year. The program continues to
grow — nearly three times the size expected for a first-
year program. Recent inspectors were so impressed 
with the quality of the staff and PK program, 
Mrs. O’Connor, the preschool director, was invited to
apply for the prestigious Leadership Matters program,
which helps develop director-leaders in the Tri-State
area. She is one of only 18 applicants accepted to the
program this year. As a result of the initial high-quality
inspections, St. Paul Parish Preschool has been asked
and has agreed to help develop and pilot the new Ky.
state standards for preschool.

of the Week

Deacon Larry Kleisinger joins a couple of  students at Mary, Queen of  Heaven School,
Erlanger, for DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time during Catholic Schools Week.

The kindergarten class at Holy Cross Elementary School, Latonia, celebrated Monday
of  Catholic Schools Week by having a pajama day.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

www.covcath.org/dinnertickets.
Pancake breakfast, sponsored by the Sisters of Notre
Dame, Feb. 21, 8:30 a.m.–1 p.m., at Notre Dame Academy
Cafeteria, Park Hills. Proceeds benefit the Sisters of  Notre
Dame Uganda Mission. Sponsored for 20 years by the
Ludlow Knights of  Columbus. Visit www.sndky.org.

Cincinnati Catholic Alumni Club, volunteer opportunity
during Lent, Feb. 23, 6–7:30 p.m., at St. George Food Pantry,
Clifton, call (513) 574-8573.

Notre Dame Academy will honor three graduates at the
annual “Women Making A Difference” recognition award
luncheon, Feb. 25, at the Northern Kentucky Convention
Center, Covington; registration, 11 a.m.; luncheon, 12 p.m.
Honorees are: Notre Dame Sister Mary Ethel Parrott ’64,
Gina Tuemler Wulfeck ’76 and Lisa Davis Louden ’97.
William and Sue Butler will be receiving the Sister Mary
Reina Arlinghaus Award. Proceeds benefit the Notre Dame
Student Tuition Assistance Program. Call 292-7729 or visit
www.ndapandas.org.

Emergency Shelter of Northern Kentucky presents “A
Passport to Caring,” an event to raise awareness about the
crisis of  homelessness in the community, Feb. 26, 7–10 p.m.,
First Church of  Christ, Student Ministry Building,
Burlington. Visit www.emergencyshelternky.org, call 291–
4555 or e-mail laura.whiting@esnky.net.

Photography display and sale by wildlife photographer

Harry Nieman will benefit DCCH Center for Children and
Families, at Reality Tuesday Café, Park Hills. Reality
Tuesday is open seven days a week. A portion of  all proceeds
will benefit DCCH Center.
Newport Central Catholic High School, Side-Saddle
Scrap Cropper event, Feb. 27, 9 a.m.–9 p.m., NCCHS
Cafeteria. $50 tickets include beverages, lunch and dinner.
All proceeds benefit After Prom. Visit
http://ncchs.com/ncc-hosts-side-saddle-scrap-event/ or e-
mail tlotz@fuse.net.

Villa Madonna Montessori, Villa Hills, open house, Feb.
28, 1–3 p.m. Interested parents can come and discover all
the fun and interesting works at the Montessori school,
which is open to children age 3-6. Call 341–5145 or visit vil-
lamadonnamontessori.org.

“Mercy and Salvation,” a presentation for the Year of
Mercy with Msgr. William Cleves, Feb. 28, 2:30 p.m.,
at Mother of  God Parish, Covington. Mark the Holy Year
of  Mercy with a greater understanding and awareness of
God’s mercy; wine and cheese reception to follow.

Retreat for single women: “Listen with the ear of
the heart” (Rule of  St. Benedict) March 4–6. Come and
join other women who are seeking God at St. Walburg
Monastery of  Benedictine Sisters, Villa Hills. E-mail
bauerosb@yahoo.com, call 331-6324 or text 468-6040.

Spa for the soul, March 5, 8:30 a.m.–6 p.m., St. Pius X
Parish, Edgewood, e-mail Jenni.vonlehman@zoomtown.com

with name, phone number and dietary restrictions.
Registration ends Feb. 26.
The E6 Catholic Men’s Conference, March 5, East Central
High School Performing Arts Center, St. Leon, Ind., 9 a.m.–
3:30 p.m. This conference aims at equipping men to put on
the armor of  God and stand as men of  Christ. Register at
www.e6catholicmensconference.com or call (812) 576-4302.  

“You will Find Something on the Radio: a Journey of
Faith Through Music,” a joyful and interactive event about
hearing God speak through everyday songs, presented by
Father Michael Hennigen, assistant vocations promoter,
March 6, 7 p.m., at St. Catherine of  Siena Parish, Ft.
Thomas. Doors open at 6 p.m. with prelude music by Kelsey
Dunn. No tickets. Call 441-3438 or 441-1069.

St. Anthony of  the Desert
In honor of  its patronal feast day, Jan. 17, St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill, parishioners prayed a “Living Rosary for Life” after 5 p.m. Mass,
Jan. 16, organized by the parish’s Pro-Life Committee. Afterwards a potluck meal was held in Fleming Hall officially welcoming the
Guatemalan community that recently joined the parish. A 12 p.m. Mass in Spanish has been added to the Sunday schedule at St. Anthony.

St. Augustine Parish,
Covington, Feb. 12–March
25, 4 p.m.–7 p.m., 431-3943.

St. Benedict Parish, 
Feb. 12–March 18, 
4:30–7 p.m., 431-5607.

St. Cecilia Parish, 
Holy Name Society,
Independence, 
Feb. 12 – March 18, 
5 – 8 p.m., 391-3634.

St. Edward Parish,
Cynthiana, 
Feb. 12–March 18, 5–7 p.m.

St. Francis Xavier, Knights
of Columbus, Falmouth,
Feb. 12 – March 18, 
4 – 7:30 p.m., 654-2249.

Holy Cross High School,
Latonia, Feb. 12–March 18,
5–8 p.m., 431-1335.

Immaculate Heart of
Mary, Burlington, 
Feb. 12–March 18, 5–8 p.m.,
689-5010.

St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, Feb. 12–March 18,
485-6444.

St. Joseph Parish, Camp
Springs, Feb. 12–March 18,
635-5652.

Knights of Columbus, 
Fr. Kehoe Council, 
828 Elm Street, Ludlow,
March 12–March 25, 
4:30–7:30 p.m., 261-2704.

Knights of Columbus, Fr.
Bealer Council, Fr. Bealer
Hall, Elsmere, 
Feb. 12–March 25, 
11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 
4:30 p.m.–8 p.m., 354-5134.

St. Mary Parish,
Alexandria, Feb. 12, 19 and
26, 4:30–7:30 p.m., 
635-4188.

Fish frys

‘Nun day Monday’
On “Nun day Monday,” Feb. 1, several Sisters of  Notre Dame visited students at Notre
Dame Academy, Park Hills, and served sundaes to celebrate the beginning of  Catholic
Schools Week.

Every year to kick off  Catholic Schools Week, St. Henry School, Elsmere, recognizes a 
person who has dedicated much of  their life to Catholic school. The award is presented
during Sunday Mass preceding Catholic Schools Week. This year’s recipient was Genene
Sheridan, who retired from her position as secretary at the school after 33 years. She is
pictured here with Father Gregory Bach, pastor.



Marsie Hall Newbold
Messenger Correspondent

This week’s Nosey Report about Clare Rogers, the co-
founder and coordinator for the Women’s Prayer Breakfast
at Immaculate Heart of  Mary Parish, Burlington, was sug-
gested by my great pal Terri Babey, our first “Nosey
Report” subject. Said Mrs. Babey, “Clare is quiet, contem-
plative and very busy for the Lord. She always does what-
ever she does well and is a quiet and bright light for the
light of  the world.”

That is high praise indeed. I couldn’t wait to meet her.
Mrs. Rogers in person is everything Mrs. Babey said

except the quiet part. She is chatty, vivacious, astute and
her love of  Jesus is apparent from the way she says his
name. Because she is tiny (probably 110 pounds soaking
wet), I worried about walking her out in the muddy grass
in front of  the IHM marquee and making her hold the
hounds’ leashes. (After all, Nosey weighs 83 pounds and
her security detail, Sam the Dog II, weighs 55. And, those
dogs have pulled teenagers on their skateboards.) Her hus-
band of  27 years, Paul, accompanied her and egged her on,
teasingly. Between her giggles and his guffaws, you can see
how happy they have been raising Elizabeth, 25 and Louis,
22.

“The idea for the Women’s Prayer Breakfast first began
in October of  2010,” she said. “One of  my friends, Barb
Boelscher (Father Eric Boelscher’s mother) and I were in
the gathering space after Mass. Barb walked up to our pas-
tor, Father Michael Comer, and said that the men of  the
parish have a successful prayer breakfast; what would he
think of  starting one for the women?”

“He jumped at it, saying: ‘That’s a great idea!’ and with-
out missing a beat she did a 180 toward me and asked,
‘Clare, do you want to help me?’”

“Actually, to tell you the truth,” Mrs. Rogers recalled,
“I’d been praying about how could I be more involved. So
you could say that it was sort of  an answer to a prayer.
Barb and I had worked on some other things previously,
she’s fun to work with, so I was excited about the prospect.
It is not something that at that point I would have volun-
teered to do by myself.”

The first order of  business was to pick a day and time.
They picked the third Saturday of  the month as to not con-
flict with the men’s group. The event starts at 7:30 a.m.,
praying the rosary and the Liturgy of  the Hours in church,
then going downstairs to Britt Hall for a hot breakfast, fol-
lowed by an inspirational speaker. 

“We have had wonderful speakers,” Mrs. Rogers
enthuses, “They have been from all different walks of  life,
professional women from organizations, parish members
who have given the story of  their faith journeys, a state
representative and pro-life leaders.”

After the breakfast was up and running, Barb’s
Saturday schedule changed and she was no longer able to
attend or help coordinate the breakfasts. 

“I was sorry about that,” Mrs. Boelscher said, “But, I
am so glad that Clare stuck to it and has faithfully kept it
going.“

A “Cradle Catholic” from a family of  seven children,
Mrs. Rogers sees her continuing involvement as a labor of
love. “I really feel that this is a way for me to help partici-
pate in adult Catholic education,” she explained. “And I
love to pray the Liturgy of  the Hours. It gives me the feel-
ing that I am participating in what Jesus asked us to do
when he told us to go out and share the Good News. Plus, I
like that we come together as women to pray. It gives us an
opportunity to get together socially, as well as opens up a
way for us to share our faith and lives.” 

“It has also helped me in becoming a better public
speaker,” she added. “I announce the speakers and also get
the opportunity to make public service announcements.”

Through the years the group has grown to include sev-

eral volunteers and between 10-20 attendees.
“I know that it starts early on a Saturday morning,” she

said with a grin, “but, I always tell every group, ‘Thanks
for rolling out instead of  rolling over!’”

The Prayer Breakfast is open to members of  other parish-
es. For information call Clare Rogers at (859) 282-9050 or 
e-mail her at clarerodgers88@gmail.com.

Marsie Hall Newbold
Messenger Correspondent

This week’s subject is Dan Schlarman of  Edgewood, a
member of  the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption,
Covington. His favorite rosary is a very unusual one made
of  sterling silver crosses, rather than beads. 

“It was originally owned by my (maternal) grandmoth-
er, Mary Hug of  Covington,” he elucidated. “When she
passed away it went to my aunt and godmother, Linda
Baird. She then passed it on to me.”

“I don’t know where my grandmother got it,” he contin-
ued. “I have never seen another one like it. When I was a
little kid she would always take it to Mass.”

“It is really nice to have this remembrance of  her,” he
said, smiling. “I hadn’t seen it in years and was really sur-
prised when a couple of  friends were helping to clean out
my aunt’s house and found it.”

Mr. Schlarman doesn’t have any children, but plans on
passing it down to someone who would appreciate it as
much as he does. 

“Everytime I see it,” he said, “it reminds me of  sitting
in the front of  the Cathedral or at St. Benedict’s with her.
That is such a nice memory to have.”
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Women’s Prayer Breakfast offers food for body, mind and soul

NOSEY
R E P O R T

THE

Clare Rogers, coordinator for the Women’s Prayer Breakfast at Immaculate Heart of  Mary Parish,
Burlington, gets tangled up with Nosey and Sam the Dog II.

Show us your rosary!

Do you have a rosary that you hold dear? 
E-mail “Nosey” at messenger@covdio.org, subject: Nosey Report.



Monica Yeamans
Editorial assistant

Ministers of  Hospitality are the greeters
one sees behind the desk at the Cathedral
Basilica of  the Assumption upon entering
the side door. The greeters offer a warm wel-
come and information to all visitors who stop
in during the day to explore the Cathedral.

“We are high on the list of  places to see in
the greater Cincinnati area,” said Berry
Mang, facilities manager and director of  vol-
unteers for the Cathedral Basilica of  the
Assumption, Covington. From just before
Easter through fall is the busiest time for vis-
itors to flock to the Cathedral. Over 50,000 vis-
itors are expected annually. Visitors come
from all over the world (about 94 different
countries, according to Mr. Mang) and in
many cases come by the busload, including
many school groups on their annual spring
field trips. 

Father Ryan Maher, rector of  the
Cathedral and vicar general for the diocese,
says there is an urgent need for additional
greeters.

The greeters can be any parishioner in
good standing in the diocese and must be
VIRTUS trained and current with their
monthly bulletins. Mr. Mang said his office
will help interested volunteers attain VIR-
TUS certification. “This ministry allows us to
keep the building open from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
every day,” said Mr. Mang. “We have room at
the greeter’s desk for two [volunteers].”
Currently the Cathedral has almost 30
greeters but needs more. A few are “snow-

birds” who spend their winters in Florida so
they are a little short-staffed currently with
Mr. Mang filling in a few time slots during the
week.

Information materials are available in
seven languages for the greeters to hand out.
There are two large catalogues at the desk
with information about the Cathedral so if
someone asks a question and the volunteer
does not know the answer it can be
researched in the catalogues. Groups of  10 or
more are asked to call ahead to the Cathedral
so a docent led tour can be arranged.

“It’s a lovely place to sit for a few hours. If
you have time you can read; you can pray. You
get to meet a lot of  people who come in, in
many cases, just because they are visiting the
area and have seen the building and have
wanted to see the inside,” said Rosemary
Braeckel, a Cathedral parishioner and a five-
year minister of  hospitality. “It’s fun to help
the visitors find out about the stations of  the
cross, the paintings, the chapel or the stained-
glass windows.” Many people who visit come
back with friends later, she added. Mrs.
Braeckel loves the job so much she volunteers
twice a month.

The shifts to be covered are 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through
Saturdays. Volunteers are trained by Mr.
Mang. Volunteers are asked to commit to at
least one shift per month. Mr. Mang said he is
very flexible with the scheduling.

For information call Mr. Mang at (859) 431-
2060 during business hours or e-mail
bmang@covcathedral.com.

Ministers of hospitality needed at the Cathedral

Rosemary Braeckel on duty as a minister of  hospitality at the
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption.
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December 8, 2015 through November 20, 2016
For a schedule of  diocesan events, visit www.covdio.org.

Jubilee of Mercy



Confirmandi visit
Bishop Foys

Representatives from Karen
Henson’s religion class at 
St. Pius X School, Edgewood,
visited Bishop Roger Foys, 
Feb. 8, to ask some questions
about his own vocation and
about vocations in general and
to bring Bishop Foys’ message
back to their classmates. The
representatives are among the
class that will receive the
sacrament of  confirmation
this year. To the question,
“What advice would you give young people?” Bishop Foys said he would recommend
prayer, to take time to pray to the Lord every day. Pictured with the students (above top,
from left) are: Karen Henson, teacher; Bishop Foys; Father Ryan Maher, vicar general; and
Jill Lonnemann, principal, St. Pius X School.

Pope: Live your faith during
Lent, perform works of mercy
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Cleves and Lonnemann319 Fairfield AvenueBellevue, Kentucky 41073(859) 261‐3636     www.clevesandlonnemann.com
Specializing in used Rolex, Patek

Philippe, Omega, Vacheron & Constantine
and vintage wrist & pocket watches.

Specializing in Estate and Antique Jewelry
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Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Lent is a time of  con-
version and a time to deepen one’s faith,
demonstrating and sharing it through the cor-
poral and spiritual works of  mercy, Pope
Francis said.

“Faith finds expression in concrete every-
day actions meant to help our neighbors in
body and spirit,” the pope said in his message
for Lent, which begins Feb. 10 for Latin-rite
Catholics.

Feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, wel-
coming strangers, offering instruction, giving
comfort — “on such things will we be judged,”
the pope wrote in the message, which was
released at the Vatican Jan. 26.

Particularly during the Year of  Mercy, he
said, Catholics are called to recognize their
own need for God’s mercy, the greatness of
God’s love seen in the death and resurrection
of  Christ and the obligation to assist others by
communicating God’s love and mercy
through words and deeds.

“The root of  all sin” is thinking that one is
god, something often expressed in a total pre-
occupation for accumulating money and
power, the pope wrote. And just as individuals
can be tempted to think they have no need of
God, social and political systems can run the
same risk, ignoring both God and the real
needs of  human beings.

“Love alone is the answer to that yearning
for infinite happiness,” Pope Francis wrote. It
is the only response to the longings “that we
think we can satisfy with the idols of  knowl-
edge, power and riches.”

“The danger always remains that by a con-
stant refusal to open the doors of  their hearts
to Christ who knocks on them in the poor,” he
said, “the proud, rich and powerful will end
up condemning themselves and plunging into
the eternal abyss of  solitude which is hell.”

By acts of  mercy and charity, “by touching
the flesh of  the crucified Jesus in the suffer-
ing,” he wrote, “sinners can receive the gift of
realizing that they too are poor and in need.”

“In the corporal works of  mercy we touch
the flesh of  Christ in our brothers and sisters
who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visit-

ed,” he wrote. “In the spiritual works of
mercy — counsel, instruction, forgiveness,
admonishment and prayer — we touch more
directly our own sinfulness.”

In the Christian life, Pope Francis said,
“the corporal and spiritual works of  mercy
must never be separated.”

Cardinal Francesco Montenegro, presi-
dent of  Caritas Italy and head of  the archdio-
cese that includes the Italian island of
Lampedusa, told reporters at a Vatican news
conference that the pope’s message, like the
Bible, “does not stop simply at reaffirming
that God is merciful, but clearly indicates that
his children must be merciful, too, by living a
greater love, especially by taking care of  the
little ones, the poor and defenseless.”

The cardinal said that from his own expe-
rience as archbishop of  Agrigento, he has
seen how people’s faith and joy have grown
and become contagious when they not only go
to Mass, but also volunteer to assist the thou-
sands of  migrants who land on Lampedusa’s
shore seeking safety and a better life for their
families.

Msgr. Giampietro Dal Toso, secretary of
the Pontifical Council Cor Unum, the office
that promotes and coordinates Catholic char-
ity, told reporters that Pope Francis wants to
help Catholics rediscover the traditional cor-
poral and spiritual works of  mercy, which
seemed to have been left on the shelf  with
dusty old books. Maybe, he said, “it was no
longer fashionable” to preach about the daily
actions of  believers or maybe “our ecclesial
practice has become quite institutionalized
and politicized.”

“The works of  mercy are a very simple,
concrete, direct, alive, daily, easy, accessible-
to-all way of  living the Jubilee of  Mercy,” he
said. “The works of  mercy describe what we
as Christians can actually do every day, and
that is why I find them so fascinating.”

As part of  Cor Unum’s celebration of  the
Year of  Mercy, he said, it has developed mate-
rials for a retreat day for people engaged in
church charitable activity. The materials are
online — www.corunumjubilaeum.va — and
can be adapted for use by a group, a parish or
a diocese.
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Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — God doesn’t want to condemn any-
one; he wants to save every person in the entire world,
Pope Francis said.

“The problem is letting him enter one’s heart” to trans-
form one’s life, the pope said during his weekly general
audience in St. Peter’s Square Feb. 3.

“This is the heart of  God, the heart of  a father who
loves his children and wants them to live rightly and justly

and, therefore, to live in fullness and be
happy,” he said.

The pope continued a series of  talks ded-
icated to divine mercy, looking specifically
at how divine mercy and divine justice go
hand in hand.

“It might seem that they are two things
that contradict each other,” he said, but they
don’t because “it is precisely God’s mercy
that brings true justice to fruition.”

God’s justice is different from the human
administration of  legal justice, which is
“retributive, that imposes a penalty on the
guilty,” the pope said.

“This path still does not lead to true jus-
tice because it doesn’t actually conquer evil
but simply contains it,” the pope said.
“Rather, it is only by responding to (evil)
with the good that evil truly can be over-
come.”

The Bible shows that true justice bypass-
es a court system, he said. The one who is
wronged goes directly to the one who is
guilty “in order to invite him to conversion,
to help him to understand that he is doing
wrong, to appeal to his conscience.”

Through this act of  persuasion, the one
guilty of  wrongdoing “can open himself  to
the forgiveness that the injured party is
offering him. And this is beautiful,” the
pope said.

This is the way that families try to work out their con-
flicts, he said. The one who has been offended “loves the
culprit and wants to salvage the relationship that binds
them, not cut off  this relationship,” he said.

But it is not an easy path to take, he added. “It requires
that the person who was wronged be ready to forgive and
desire the salvation of  and what’s best for the one who has
wronged him.”

These reciprocal acts of  forgiveness and conversion are
the only way true justice can triumph, the pope said,
because “if  the guilty one recognizes the evil committed
and stops doing it, then the evil is no more and the one who
was unjust becomes just.”

“This is how God acts with us sinners,” he said. God
constantly offers forgiveness and helps people recognize
their sin in order to set them free.

That is because “God doesn’t seek our condemnation,
but our salvation. God doesn’t want to condemn anybody,”
not even those whom many think deserve it like Pontius
Pilate or Judas, he said. “The Lord of  mercy wants to save
everybody.”

God’s immense heart “goes beyond our small concept of
justice” and opens up people’s horizons to his limitless
mercy, he said.

This is the kind of  paternal heart people want to
encounter in the confessional, the pope said.

While the priest may seek to help the penitent under-
stand the evil committed, “we all go to the confessional to
find a father, a father who helps us change our life, a father
who gives us the strength to go on, a father who forgives us
in the name of  God.”

That is why the sacrament of  penance or reconciliation
is such a big responsibility for the priest, the pope said,
because the people “who come to you are just looking for a
father” and the priest in the confessional is there “in the
place of  the father who brings justice with his mercy.”

God wants tosaveyou; will youlet him? pope asks

CNS photo/Paul
Haring

Pope
Francis
greets a
sleeping
baby as he
leaves his
general
audience
in St.
Peter’s
Square at
the
Vatican
Feb. 3.
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GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRYCONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini‐excavator, Bob Cat &drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Painting / Carpet Cleaning
Interior & exterior painting, carpet cleaning (free Scotchgard). 

In business since 1988. Members of St. Timothy Parish.

Moore’s Carpet Cleaning — Union, Ky. — 384-6297

Marco Island, FL
3-min. walk to beach. 1st floor fully furnished 2BR, 

2 bath condo. Contact angie@earlfranksflooring.com
or (859) 801-8691 for pricing, pictures & availability.

www.VRBO.com  #335487

PROPERTY CLEAN-UP
BRUSH & TREE REMOVAL

Quick and Reliable
Garage, basement, attic, businesses, junk/trash hauled away.

FULLY INSURED. Call (859) 635-4714 or 380-4650.

HOUSE CLEANING
Isn’t it time you come clean? We don’t cut 

corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded. 
Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.

Call (859) 331-2640.

Senior Home Care
Offers home care to include meals, baths, laundry, elder
sitting for safety, transportation, light housework, GPS

Alzheimer’s wandering, 24-hour
care, caregiver respite. 

Call Chris Heimbrock Hiltz at 
(859) 344-1463 

www.familywatch.biz

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

VACATION PROPERTY RENTAL
Destin, FL — Condos with gulf view. 2 pools, hot tub,
tennis, exercise room, close to golf courses. Includes

beach umbrella. Call for rates.
Mention Messenger for discount.

(859) 816-7838 or www.destincheap.com

Call Mike at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500

$30 OFF First Cleaning

Give us a try!
(859) 781-3300 

www.regalmaid.com 

Celebrating 30 Years In Business!

BONDED  INSURED

PART-TIME CLEANING HELP NEEDED
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Ft. Thomas is in need
of someone to work 3 hours a day on Monday and
Friday mornings to clean the gym. Candidate must be
able to run the motorized floor scrubber and be Virtus
trained. If interested please contact Dennis Kramer
at dkramer@stcatherineofsiena.org or 
(859) 441-1352, ext., 17.

Myrtle Beach, SC – Vacation Rental
Need a Beach Vacation? Look no further. Ocean Front,
first floor, end unit condo, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, fully-
equipped kitchen. Close to shopping, golf courses and
attractions. For pricing, pictures and availability 
contact niel.alsip@fuse.net or (859) 240-1132.
Mention you saw the ad in the Messenger.

Let St. Charles Community help you
start your year out right!!

Life at the Lodge offers the perfect balance of
independence and security, knowing help is

available when you need it.

We currently have studio apartments available.
Call Michelle for a personal tour and to find

out about our New Year‘s Special!!!!

Michelle Bonar @ (859)331-3224

Nurse Assistant needed for Holy
Family Home Retirement Center in
Melbourne, KY.  3-4 days/week — 1st &
2nd shift. Every other weekend rotation.
Please contact Laurie Windt, Director of
Health Services at (859)781-0712, ext. 24.

SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen. Say
this prayer for three days, promise publication and favor will
be granted. Never known to fail. C.L.V.

NOVENA

SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen. Say
this prayer for three days, promise publication and favor will
be granted. Never known to fail. M.B.B.

NOVENA

(Limit 1 per customer)

SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME
The Sisters of Notre Dame, conveniently located in Covington, KY,
are currently looking for an experienced Director of Nursing to
join our team. We recognize that it takes compassionate, 

dedicated and committed leadership to continue our mission. The team members
we hire are trustworthy, dependable, compassionate and committed to enriching
the lives of our SND community.  
Our Director of Nursing plans, organizes, and directs all activities relevant to
the healthcare and well-being of the Sisters of Notre Dame residing in Lourdes
Hall.  We’re looking for someone who is focused in person-centered care and has
a passion for leading and developing their team. 
We offer competitive pay, a comprehensive benefits package including paid 
medical, dental, pension, and a great working environment.
If you’re interested in this opportunity, please complete an application on our
website at http://www.sndky.org/careers/.



“Fifty Shades of  Black” (Open Road) This witless,
aggressively foulmouthed, ultimately torturous spoof  of

2015’s “Fifty Shades
of  Grey” swaps the
original’s sado-
masochism for
m i n d - n u m b i n g
amounts of  dirty
talk. Marlon
Wayans, who co-

wrote with Rick Alvarez, cavorts through unfunny sexual
set pieces with Kali Hawk joining in the fetid frivolity and
Michael Tiddes directing. Strong sexual content, includ-
ing full nudity and lewd banter, occasional drug use, per-
vasive rough and crude language. CNS: O; MPAA: R.

“The Finest Hours” (Disney) The remarkable true
story of  the most daring small boat rescue mission in
Coast Guard history comes to the big screen in this grand
old-fashioned adventure, directed by Craig Gillespie and
based on the 2009 novel by Michael J. Tougias and Casey
Sherman. In February 1952, a powerful Nor’easter strikes
the Massachusetts coast, pummeling shoreline towns and
wreaking havoc on ships caught in its deadly path. An oil
tanker, S.S. Pendleton, breaks apart in 60-foot waves and
hurricane-force winds, stranding 36 sailors in the stern,
bobbing like a cork in the mighty sea. By chance, a Coast
Guard station locates the wreck, and the officer dispatches
a first mate and his crew to mount a rescue in a small

wooden lifeboat. On board the wreck, the engineer takes
command of  the crisis situation as the stern section slow-
ly sinks. Gillespie strikes the right balance between strik-
ing renderings of  Mother Nature’s fury (even more
impressive than 2000’s “The Perfect Storm”), and quieter
moments, conveying fear and uncertainty among the res-
cuers and the rescued, as well as their reliance on prayer
and faith. Extreme storm-based action and scenes of  peril,
and some crude and profane language. CNS: A-III; MPAA:
PG-13.

“Kung Fu Panda 3” (Fox) The unlikely martial arts
master of  the title — whose rise to his destined status as a
legendary warrior was chronicled in this animated adven-
ture’s two predecessors — faces off  against an evil aggres-
sor armed with supernatural powers. Family values get a
boost when the bear reunites with his biological father yet
remains close to his adoptive dad, and the importance of
teamwork is underlined by his ongoing collaboration with
a band of  fellow black belts. As he continues to receive
spiritual guidance from his undersized mentor, however,
non-scriptural philosophical ideas — some from the back-
ground of  the earlier movies — come obtrusively to the
fore. While these elements of  directors Jennifer Yuh
Nelson and Alessandro Carloni’s visually pleasing film
can form the basis for a useful discussion with teens, real-
ly impressionable youngsters will likely be left confused.
Mythological themes alien to a Christian worldview, car-
toon violence, at least one mildly scatological joke. CNS: A-
II; MPAA: PG.
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ENTERTAINMENT

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT

Family owned & operated at
same location since 1945!

CELEBRATING

70
YEARS!

SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen. Say
this prayer for three days, promise publication and favor will
be granted. Never known to fail. E.H.

NOVENA

SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen. Say
this prayer for three days, promise publication and favor will
be granted. Never known to fail. J.A.B.

NOVENA For full reviews of each of these films — 
go to catholicnews.com and click on “Extras,”
then choose “Movies.” 

Catholic News Service (CNS) 
classifications are:
•  A-I — general patronage; 
•  A-II — adults and adolescents; 
•  A-III — adults; 
•  L — limited adult audience (films whose prob-

lematic content many adults would find
troubling); 

•  O — morally offensive.

Movie
Capsule

With the Scholarship Tax Credit program, businesses,
individuals and banks could receive a 90 percent tax credit
for donations up to a $750,000 to a qualified 501c3 scholar-
ship-granting organization.

The Catholic Conference of  Kentucky (CCK) and
EdChoice Kentucky, a coalition focused on educating the
Commonwealth on the Scholarship Tax Credit programs,
are working together to garner support for the legislation
that aims at providing equal educational opportunities for
Kentucky’s families and students.

“The achievement of  children has to trump everything
else,” said Andrew Vandiver, associate director for the
CCK. “One of  the biggest reasons we are pushing this is
because we already have school choice in Kentucky. If  you
have the money you can send your child to a non-public
school or you can move to a different public school district
if  the district you are in is not meeting your needs. So this

is a social jus-
tice issue —
making sure
that all fami-
lies have the
same educa-

tional options available to them.”
Mr. Vandiver says there is vast support for Scholarship

Tax Credit programs in Kentucky.
“We did polling and over 70 percent of  Kentuckians

support this type of  concept. That support is broad and it
crosses many different demographic groups — gender,
party affiliation, race — all have very high levels of  sup-
port for this. It’s all about ensuring that every family has
equal opportunity when it comes to education,” he said.

Beginning this week, parishes and schools will begin
receiving from the CCK and EdChoice Ky. information
about the Scholarship Tax Credit legislation being consid-
ered. They are asked to publish and insert this informa-
tion in bulletins and newsletters, and to broadcast the
information on digital media outlets.

Information about Scholarship Tax Credits and how to
receive updates on the legislation as it moves through
hearings is available online at the EdChoice Kentucky
website, www.EdChoiceKy.com. Information about how to
contact legislators is available online at the CCK website,
www.ccky.org.

Scholarship tax credit
(Continued from page 1)
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Catholic-Muslim dialogue formed; Chicago archbishop co-chair
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs announced Feb. 8 that
it is launching a new National Catholic-Muslim Dialogue, and
Chicago Archbishop Blase J. Cupich has been named its first
Catholic co-chairman.

“As the national conversation around Islam grows increas-
ingly fraught, coarse and driven by fear and often willful mis-
information, the Catholic Church must help to model real dia-
logue and goodwill,” said Bishop Mitchell T. Rozanski of
Springfield, Massachusetts, who is chairman of  the commit-
tee.

For over two decades, the U.S. Conference of  Catholic
Bishops’ ecumenical and interreligious committee has co-
sponsored three regional Catholic-Muslim dialogues, and
Bishop Rozanski said the time is right to begin a national dia-
logue.

“Our current dialogues have advanced the goals of  greater
understanding, mutual esteem and collaboration between
Muslims and Catholics, and the members have established
lasting ties of  friendship and a deep sense of  trust,” he said in

a statement.
He also thanked Archbishop Cupich for agreeing to repre-

sent the USCCB “in this crucial conversation.” The Chicago
prelate’s tenure as dialogue co-chair will begin Jan. 1, 2017.

According to a USCCB news release, the three dialogues
will continue to meet and “will work collaboratively with the
members of  the new national dialogue.”

The release noted that establishment of  a new Catholic-
Muslim dialogue follows a 2014 statement from the ecumeni-
cal and interreligious committee stating that the Catholic
Church remained committed to dialogue with leaders of
other religions and Muslims in particular.

It said the Church’s mandate to engage in dialogue with
Muslims comes from “Nostra Aetate,” the Second Vatican
Council’s Declaration on the Relationship of  the Church to
Non-Christian Religions.

The document “states unequivocally that the Church
urges its members to ‘enter with prudence and charity into
discussion and collaboration with members of  other reli-
gions.’”

Regarding Islam, the council document said “the Church

has also a high regard for the Muslims” and that despite cen-
turies of  conflict urged “that a sincere effort be made to
achieve mutual understanding.”

The bishops’ committee statement said that “Sadly, in
recent years, there has been a deliberate rejection of  this call
to engage in dialogue with our Muslim brothers and sisters
by some in the Catholic Church and in other ecclesial fami-
lies,” the 2014 statement said. “We understand the confusion
and deep emotions stirred by real and apparent acts of
aggression and discrimination by certain Muslims against
non-Muslims, often against Christians abroad.

“We, and increasingly our Muslim partners in dialogue,
are concerned about these very real phenomena,” it contin-
ued. “Along with many of  our fellow Catholics and the many
Muslims who themselves are targeted by radicals, we wish to
voice our sadness, indeed our outrage, over the random and
sometimes systematic acts of  violence and harassment —
acts that for both Christians and Muslims threaten and dis-
rupt the harmony that binds us together in mutual support,
recognition, and friendship.”

Call Mike at the Messenger to place
your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE. 

(859) 392-1500

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

  
 

Bibles • Books • Gifts

2489 DIXIE HWY.
FT. MITCHELL

341-1520

(859) 261-8269
Visit our website for online coupons

www.tomrechtin.com
BBB Member - A+ Rating

Master HVAC #M04784

Caregivers with character! Reliable caregivers 
provide up to 24 hour non-medical care in your home. 

Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship. 
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher —Director
7209 U.S. Hwy. 42, Florence, KY • (859) 647-6770

5643 Cheviot Rd., Ste. 6c, Cincinnati, OH • (513) 598-6770

CHIMNEYS
and Elegant Fireplaces
Built and Repaired
CUSTOM DECKS
Built, Repaired,
Pressure Washed and
Stained
PAVERS
Beautifully Designed

ROOFING
Slate, Flat Roofs,
Shingles
GUTTERS
Cleaned and Repaired
New Gutters Installed
PATIO DOORS
Replaced, 
French and Sliders

CARPENTRY
EXCELLENCY
CEMENT
Driveways and Steps
DRYWALL
Repair and New

Call John, Jason or Johnny (859) 586-6946
Thank you for our 77th year! 

Member N.Ky. Chamber of Commerce, BBB and HBA

JIVOIN & FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner   • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell
Chuck – 567-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

For all employees and volunteers of the
Diocese of Covington who in any way
provide a safe environment for children:
Step 1: Complete the volunteer
application and acceptance forms at
your parish or school after reviewing the
Diocesan Policies and Procedures for
Addressing Sexual Misconduct with your
supervisor.
Step 2: Register at www.virtus.org.
To register, visit www.virtus.org and click

on “registration.” 
Step 3: After registering your account,
go to your Toolbox Tab in the green col-
umn and double click on Selection.com
Background Check to process your back-
ground. The results go directly to the
Diocese Safe Environment and a copy
will be mailed to the address you provid-
ed. If an individual stays in compliance
with VIRTUS this background check will
be valid until you ask to be marked 

inactive.

Step 4: Choose and attend a class.
Parents and other interested persons are
most welcome. No children, please.

■ DCCH Center for Children and
Families, Training Room, Ft. Mitchell
Thursday, Feb. 18, 6:30–10 p.m.

Attention parents and volunteers:
Every parish, school and institution has a
VIRTUS contact person. Introduce your-

self to the school or institution adminis-
trator so that you can be added to the
certified volunteer list for school func-
tions or sport programs. Sign up for a
VIRTUS account www.virtus.org and fol-
low the instructions to register and
attend training.
Bulletins will begin only after you have
completed your live training and been
processed. You will receive e-mail notices
that read system@pub.virtus.org unless

your computer program blocks them. 
Access your bulletins (12 per year).
Bulletin:
■ February bulletin: posted Feb. 7; due

March 8. 
Bulletins need to be read every month
before the deadline posted. If not read
an individual’s account will go into sus-
pension. The individual will need to con-
tact their primary location to get their

Training Tab back and account unsus-
pended. 
If you cannot access your account at all,
contact your parish or institution admin-
istrator where you work or volunteer for
assistance.
If you are having difficulties with 
the program, call Marylu Steffen at (859)
392-1500 or e-mail msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
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NEWS BRIEFS

Kentucky governor signs abortion-
related measure ‘years in the making’

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Year after year, a bill related to informed con-
sent prior to an abortion has languished in the Kentucky House. Not
this year. The proposal was approved by the Senate Feb. 1 in a 33-to-5
vote after the House added an amendment. Republican Gov. Matt
Bevin, who took office in December, signed it into law Feb. 2.
Covington’s Bishop Roger Foys and the state’s three other Catholic
bishops, along with their public policy arm, the Catholic Conference
of  Kentucky, were among those who welcomed the new law. It
amends Kentucky’s informed consent statute, which requires
women seeking an abortion to be informed of  its risks at least 24
hours prior to the procedure in a private setting with a medical pro-
fessional. Previously, that requirement was interpreted as allowing
the information to be shared in a recorded message. The new law
requires a face-to-face meeting with a health care provider. The
House amendment makes it permissible to have this face-to-face
meeting via real-time video conference. Jason Hall, executive direc-
tor of  the state Catholic conference in Frankfort, said he was
pleased with the outcome, but expressed some concern about the
House amendment.

European bishops welcome EU classi-
fication of  Islamic State ‘genocide’

MANCHESTER, England — A European bishops’ commission
has welcomed a move by the European Parliament to classify atroci-
ties and religious cleansing by the Islamic State as genocide. Father
Patrick Daly, general secretary of  COMECE, the Commission of  the
Bishops’ Conference of  the European Community, said the designa-
tion represented progress in halting the persecution of  Christians
and other minorities in Syria and Iraq. “Steps to prosecute crimi-
nals and bring them to justice are also imperative,” Father Daly said
in a Feb. 4 statement. The statement was issued the same day the
European Parliament adopted the resolution proposed by Lars
Adaktusson, a Swedish member, which stated that Islamic State was
“committing genocide against Christians and Yezidis and other reli-
gious and ethnic minorities, who do not agree with the so-called
ISIS/Daesh interpretation of  Islam, and that this, therefore, entails
action under the 1948 U.N. Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of  the Crime of  Genocide.” The Parliament also recom-
mended that “action should be taken” for the activities of  Islamic
State to be recognized as genocide by the U.N. Security Council.

Study says most entering religious
life had parish ministry experience

WASHINGTON — A study issued Feb. 4 by the Washington-based
Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate found that “a great
majority” of  those entering religious life had prior experience serv-

ing in at least one parish ministry. “The most common ministry
service reported was liturgical ministry,” said the report, “followed
by some form of  faith formation.” The study said 84 percent had
taken part in some form of  ministry either as a volunteer or in a
paid position. The survey was sent to 411 men and women entering
religious institutes — a catchall term encompassing religious con-
gregations and orders — with 278 responding, for a response rate of
68 percent. While half  had attended a Catholic grade school, a bit
more than the 42 percent for the total U.S. adult Catholic population,
the differences were more pronounced for Catholic high school (39
percent vs. 22 percent) and college (40 percent vs. 6 percent) atten-
dance. Those entering religious life were well educated, with 49 per-
cent having an undergraduate degree and another 21 percent having
a graduate degree. One troubling note in the report was that 68 per-
cent, or more than two-thirds, of  all U.S. religious institutes reported
no one entering religious life last year. One in seven institutes had
one entrant, and about one in five reported having two or more.

Papal academy award: Young artists
called to vie for cash prize

VATICAN CITY — There’s another kind of  academy award
being hosted this year. A pontifical academy founded during the
Renaissance has announced a cash prize of  $22,000 in a contest for
young artists whose work promotes “Christian humanism.” Pope
Francis was scheduled to award the “Prize of  the Pontifical
Academies” to the winner or winners at the Vatican later in the
year. In partnership with the Pontifical Council for Culture, the
contest is handled by the Pontifical Academy of  Fine Arts and
Letters — a papal association founded in 1542 to recognize the
achievements of  individuals in art, architecture, literature and
music. The contest “is open to young artists and institutions of  any
nationality, active in the fields of  literature, poetry and music and
also to institutions dedicated to artistic formation in these fields.
Their work or activity must contribute to the development of
Christian humanism and its artistic expressions,” the academy
said in a press release.

Bioethics center says Britain moving
toward genetically modified babies

MANCHESTER, England — A Catholic bioethics institute has

accused the British government of  moving toward the creation of
genetically modified babies after scientists were given permission to
alter the DNA of  embryos in experimentation. The Anscombe
Bioethics Centre, an Oxford-based institute serving the Catholic
Church in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, denounced the
development as “yet more destructive experimentation on human
embryos. Experiments to edit the genes of  human embryos repre-
sent a further step towards the creation of  GM babies,” said a Feb. 1
statement by David Jones, director of  Anscombe. “This move is only
the latest step after attempts to clone human embryos, to create
human-animal hybrid embryos and to create three parent embryos,”
he said in a statement sent to Catholic News Service. “Each step has
been accompanied by exaggerated promises to cure or prevent dis-
eases, but the real result is simply more unethical experimentation
on human beings at the earliest stage of  their development,” Jones
added.

U.S. priest, in England, says church’s
ministry to gays expands rapidly

WARRINGTON, England — The Catholic Church’s pastoral min-
istry to gays is rapidly developing and expanding as Western soci-
eties become more secular, said a U.S. priest at the forefront of
working with gay people. Father Philip Bochanski, a Philadelphia
priest who serves as associate director of  Courage International,
said increasing numbers of  people who “experience same-sex
attraction” but who wished to live chaste lives were turning to the
church for help. The demand has resulted in Courage, a Catholic
organization dedicated to the pastoral care of  homosexuals,
spreading from a single chapter founded in New York in 1980 to
more than 150 chapters worldwide, with increasing interest from
dioceses around the world seeking to set up their own chapters.
Each year, the group works with more than 2,000 people who expe-
rience same-sex attraction to conform their lives to the demands of
the Gospel. “As the culture becomes more secular, we find individu-
als in the culture making decisions for themselves to come and
seek help,” Father Bochanski told Catholic News Service Feb. 2.
“We are not trying to fix or cure anybody. We are just trying to
walk with them.”

National/World

Local

WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO BUY THE FOLLOWING ... COSTUME JEWELRY
BOTH LADIES AND MEN'S, LAMPS AND FURNITURE MADE BEFORE 1970, WROUGHT
IRON PATIO FURNITURE, GRADUATED MIXING BOWLS, LONGABERGER POTTERY,
FENTON GLASS, TOYS MADE BEFORE 1980, COINS, CINCINNATI REDS ITEMS BEFORE
1976, BASEBALL GLOVES & BATS BEFORE 1970, OLD STONE CROCKS & JUGS, BEER
SIGNS INCLUDING METAL - GLASS - PLASTIC - PAPER, OTHER OLD ADVERTISING
ITEMS, OHIO & KENTUCKY LICENSE PLATES, CRAFTSMAN - SNAP ON - & OTHER USA
MADE TOOLS (OLD & MODERN), JOHN DEERE & CUB CADET RIDING MOWERS, OLD
FISHING EQUIPMENT. SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY ITEMS LISTED ABOVE PLEASE CALL
US AT 859-816-7910 AS WE ARE PAYING FAIR MARKET PRICES!!!

JEFF & CHERYL SISKA 
AUCTIONEER — APPRAISALS — ESTATE SALE AGENT

2121 HARTLAND BLVD., INDEPENDENCE, KY 41051
859-816-7910

Featuring RHEEM Professional
Water Heaters.

The Difference Is Lovesm

Since 1949 Carmel Manor 
has provided quality care to
thousands of  residents.

Sponsored by the Carmelite
Sisters for the Aged and Infirm,
Carmel Manor has a unique
mission and philosophy.

Visit Carmel Manor’s web site at www.carmelmanor.com
For admissions information contact Sister Alice Webster, O. Carm.




